Are You Ready?

Faith Lutheran Church
Naples, Florida

January 1 & 2, 2022
The Second Weekend after Christmas

Divine Service, Setting Three, Page 184

AS WE GATHER
God loves you! He chose you before the foundation of the world and knew that you would be
part of His family through faith in Jesus Christ. Whom do you know who needs to experience
God’s unconditional, all-accepting, no-strings-attached love? As we are reminded throughout
the Scriptures, God’s love is for all people. Who is near to you who may still be far from God?
How can you connect with them this year so that they might come to the knowledge of the
truth and be saved?

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

OPENING HYMN

(The congregation stands at the ringing of the bell.)

“The First Noel”

1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
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in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east, beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
3 And by the light of that same star
three Wise Men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
4 This star drew nigh to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
5 Then entered in those Wise Men three,
full reverently upon the knee,
and offered there, in his presence,
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor:

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
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with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Pastor:

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The Service of the Word
KYRIE
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Page 172

Let us pray. Lord God, You are the fountain and source of all wisdom. You
made Solomon a wise king. Your Son demonstrated this wisdom in the
temple. Grant us Your wisdom so that we may share it in our communities
and throughout the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

1 Kings 3:4-15

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place.
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.”
And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to Your servant David
my father, because he walked before You in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward You. And You have kept for him this great and steadfast
love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. And now, O LORD my
God, You have made Your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but
a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. And Your servant is in the midst
of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or
counted for multitude. Give Your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
Your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this
Your great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to
him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches
or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what
is right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall
arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that
no other king shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will walk in My ways,
keeping My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I will
lengthen your days.” And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came
to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all His servants.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love
He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the
Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us, in all
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His
purpose, which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all
things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all
things according to the counsel of His will, so that we who were the first to hope in
Christ might be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also, when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in Him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of His glory.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
Pastor: Alleluia!
People: The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of
God was upon Him. Alleluia! Luke 2:40
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HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
Luke 2:40-52
And the Child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.
And when He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His
parents did not know it, but supposing Him to be in the group they went a day’s
journey, but then they began to search for Him among their relatives and
acquaintances, and when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching
for Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were amazed at
His understanding and his answers. And when His parents saw Him, they were
astonished. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us so? Behold,
Your father and I have been searching for You in great distress.” And He said to them,
“Why were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s
house?” And they did not understand the saying that He spoke to them. And He went
down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And His mother
treasured up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature
and in favor with God and man.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
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SERMON

“Are We Ready for the New Year?”
Pastor Brad Hildebrandt
Text: Luke 2:40-52
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THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Service of the Sacrament
PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.
AGNUS DEI

Page 180
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DISTRIBUTION

(Please review our statement of faith

inserted into the front of the

hymnal.)

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The LORD bless You and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you; the LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.
People: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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POSTLUDE
As you exit the Sanctuary, you may leave your gifts to the Lord in the basket that has
been placed in the Narthex. When we worship God with our offerings, we recall the
words of Jesus: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
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